LEA REQUIREMENTS

(3) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY REQUIREMENTS.---

(A) IN GENERAL. --- The local educational agency serving each child or youth to be
assisted under this subtitle shall, according to the child’s or youth’s best interest ---

(1) continue the child’s or youth’s education in the school of origin for the duration
of homelessness---

(I) in any case in which a family becomes homeless between academic years or
during an academic year; or

(IT) for the remainder of the academic year, if the child or youth becomes
permanently housed during an academic year; or

(i) enroll the child or youth in any public school that nonhomeless students who live
in the attendance area in which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend.

(B) BEST INTEREST. --- In determining the best interest of the child or youth under
subparagraph (A), the local educational agency shall ---

(1) to the extent feasible, keep a homeless child or youth in the school of origin,
except when doing so is contrary to the wishes of the child’s or youth’s parent or
guardian;

(i1) provide a written explanation, including a statement regarding the right to appeal
under subparagraph (E), to the homeless child’s or youth’s parent or guardian, if the local
educational agency sends such child or youth to a school other than the school of origin
or a school requested by the parent or guardian;

(ii1) in the case of an unaccompanied youth, ensure that the homeless liaison
designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii) assists in placement or enrollment decisions under
this subparagraph, considers the views of such unaccompanied youth, and provides notice
to such youth of the right to appeal under subparagraph (E).

(C) ENROLLMENT. --- (i) The school selected in accordance with this paragraph
shall immediately enroll the homeless child or youth, even if the child or youth is unable
to produce records normally required for enrollment, such as previous academic records,
medical records, proof of residency, or other documentation.

(i1) The enrolling school shall immediately contact the school last attended by the
child or youth to obtain relevant academic and other records.

(iii) If the child or youth needs to obtain immunizations, or immunization or medical
records, the enrolling school shall immediately refer the parent or guardian of the child or
youth to the local educational agency liaison designed under paragraph (1)(J)(ii), who
shall assist in obtaining necessary immunizations, or immunization or medical records, in
accordance with subparagraph (D).

(D) RECORDS. --- Any record ordinarily kept by the school, including immunization
or medical records, academic records, birth certificates, guardianship records, and
evaluations for special services or programs, regarding each homeless child or youth shall
be maintained ---

(1) so that the records are available, in a timely fashion, when a child or youth enters
a new school or school district; and

(i1) in a manner consistent with section 444 of the General Education Provisions Act
(20 U.S.C. 1232g).



(E) ENROLLMENT DISPUTES. --- If a dispute arises over school selection or
enrollment in a school ---

(i) the child or youth shall be immediately admitted to the school in which
enrollment is sought, pending resolution of the dispute;

(i1) the parent or guardian of the child or youth shall be provided with a written
explanation of the school’s decision regarding school selection or enrollment, including
the rights of the parent, guardian, or youth to appeal the decision;

(iii) the child, youth, parent, or guardian shall be referred to the local educational
agency liaison designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii), who shall carry out the dispute
resolution process as described in paragraph (1)(C) as expeditiously as possible after
receiving notice of the dispute; and

(iv) in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the homeless liaison shall ensure that
the youth is immediately enrolled in school pending resolution of the dispute.

(F) PLACEMENT CHOICE. --- The choice regarding placement shall be made
regardless of whether the child or youth lives with the homeless parents or has been
temporarily placed elsewhere.

(G) SCHOOL OF ORIGIN DEFINED. --- In this paragraph, the term “school of
origin” means the school that the child or youth attended when permanently housed or the
school in which the child or youth was last enrolled.

(H) CONTACT INFORMATION. --- Nothing in this subtitle shall prohibit a local
educational agency from requiring a parent or guardian of a homeless child to submit
contact information.

(4) COMPARABLE SERVICES. --- Each homeless child or youth to be assisted under
this subtitle shall be provided services comparable to services offered to other students in
the school selected under paragraph (3), including the following.

(A) Transportation services.

(B) Educational services for which the child or youth meets the eligibility criteria, such
as services provided under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 or similar State or local programs, educational programs for children with
disabilities, and educational programs for students with limited English proficiency.

(C) Programs in vocational and technical education.

(D) Programs for gifted and talented students.

(E) School nutrition programs.



